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A side note from our Auditor

Itis hard to believe that summer is half
over. We just completed our annual Audit
and have been informed by the Accounting
Firm, REA and Associates, who conducted
the Audit. There were no material weak-
nesses found, nor any deficiencies in inter-
nal controls, and the State of the County’s
record keeping process is excellent. Thank
you to all departments and Elected Officials
in Erie County for the commitment to do
the things the right way as we protect and
safeguard the assets of Erie County en-
trusted to our care.

We are continuing to make progress on the
2018 revaluation process. We have cur-
rently reviewed 68.76% of all commercial,
agricultural and residential properties in the
county and 100% of the industrial proper-
ties. In the next several months we will be
out doing field checks to ensure we have
the most accurate and up to date infor-
mation. Our staff and those employees of
the Appraisal Firm, John Cleminshaw, Inc.,
will be wearing distinctive clothes, will iden-
tify themselves to you (if you are at home),
have identification to verify they are who
they say they are, and leave you a card
telling of their visit in the event you are not
at home when they are at your property.

The State Legislature has completed its
budgeting process for the new biennium.
Working through the County Auditor’s As-
sociation of Ohio (CAAQ), we have provid-
ed input into the process to protect and
address items that affect the residents,
businesses, schools and political subdivi-
sions in Erie County. We have met regular-
ly with our State Senator, Randy Gardner

and Representative Steve Arndt. | can assure
you they are listening and addressing con-
cerns we have as a County.

Our focus in Real Estate on improving com-
munication and customer service continues to
show progress. Our BOR (Board of Revision)
complaints on property value, continues to
decline. In 2011 we were averaging over 600

cases per year. The last two years were a little

over 220. Again, the staff has embraced the
ownership of the process and we continue to
address issues as presented, rather than let
them sit until a Tri or Reval year.

We completed the last phase of our customer
service building renovation focus this past

spring. We added a door that goes directly into

the Tax Map, Transfer Office that makes it
easier for taxpayers to get to where they need
to go with the least amount of confusion. We
removed the boxes around the pillars provid-

ing better line of sight and easier movement in

the office. In addition, we reconfigured the
counters in the Tax Map area and the Audi-
tor’s Office to make them more user friendly
and functional for those persons with disabili-
ties.

As | reminded you in the last newsletter, help
do the little things to keep our community a
place we can be proud of. Pick up litter if you
see it and dispose of it properly, pay attention
to the bushes, grass and flowers. It doesn’t
take a lot of money to show pride in the com-
munity by keeping it neat and clean. Enjoy
your summer and don’t forget to visit us at the
Erie County Fair beginning Tuesday August 8,
2017.

ERI E. C%N{Y%;

Richard Jeffrey
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Perkins High School Law Day 2017

Annually, PHS gives Junior
Social Studies students an
opportunity to participate in
local government. The Erie
County Auditor’s Office
welcomed PHS Junior
Class Elected Auditor
Alayna Groover on Friday
May 12th. Alayna got the
opportunity to sit with all the
Auditor’s staff and learn
about our process and work
flow. She also traveled to
multiple local businesses
with Jeff Fantozzi, Erie
County Weights and Meas-
urers Inspector to review
compliance.

Alayna at Sandusky’s Tofts
Dairy with Dan Meisler

Alayna at Chef’s

Garden in Huron

National Conference on Weights and Measures

Jeff Fantozzi, Weights and
Measures Inspector, participat-
ed in the 102nd National Con-
ference on Weights and
Measures in Pittsburgh, PA in
July. This was a great oppor-
tunity for Ohio Inspectors to

attend due to the close location.

This conference established
voting items for the National
Institute of Weights and
Measures Handbook 44, Speci-
fications, Tolerances and other
Technical Requirements for

Weight and Measuring Devices.

These voting items are brought
to the table from our Central
Weights and Measures Associa-
tion Chairperson who repre-
sents our state along with 11
others. These items which are
voted on dictate how Weights
and Measure Inspectors do their
job. In 2018 the Chairperson for
the Central Committee will be
Tom Konst, Inspector from Car-
roll County. This conference
brought many interesting speak-
ers and topics, the most memo-
rable from Chairman Ms. Kristin

Macey, California (pictured)-
who stated without a field
staff finding issues and main-
taining precedent, we the
National, Central and NIST
will not exist; “Weights and
Measure Inspectors protect
those vulnerable to false
weights and measures both
buyer and seller and without
a Weights and Measures
program-commerce the main
function of society-is compro-
mised.”
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2016 Financial Audit

Annually, the financial state-
ments of Erie County are
audited by the Auditor of
State or a state bid independ-
ent accounting firm. This year
our audit was done by Rea &
Associates. 2016 information
is compiled from our financial
system and all departments.
After a complete review, a
report is submitted to the
State of Ohio by June 30th.
The County had no material
weaknesses, no deficiencies
in internal controls and one
finding which was on the re-
cording of the Sports Park

bond revenue. The County
will continue to be catego-
rized as a low risk auditee. A
copy of the 2016 Compre-
hensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR), which in-
cludes all the financial state-
ments, and a more con-
densed easy reading ver-
sion, our 2016 Popular An-
nual Financial Report
(PAFR) are both available
on our website-under the left
side tab “Annual Financial
Reports”:

www.erie.iviewauditor.com

OPERS Employer Census Data Validation
Program

Recently the Ohio Public Employ-
ees Retirement System audited
the Auditor’s office for accuracy
and compliance with Ohio Revised
Code requirements. They reviewed
the conversion plan for leave pay-
outs, longevity, membership to
OPERS, personal history records,
non-contributing independent con-
tractor records, elected officials,
law enforcement and re-employed
retirees. They Erie County to be
compliant regarding all areas with
no findings.




CONTACT US

Erie County Auditor’s Office
247 Columbus Ave
Suite 210

Phone: 419-627-7746
Fax: 419-627-7740
Email: ecao@eriecounty.oh.gov

We’re on the Web!

www.erie.iviewauditor.com

REMINDER THAT ALL
REAL PROPERTY REAL
ESTATE TAXES WERE
DUE JULY 14, 2017.

MOBILE HOME TAXES
ARE DUE

AUGUST 11,2017.

NEW-2017 SPRING AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

We just flew new aerial photography this
Spring 2017 in all of Erie County. You
can view this new imagery on the web
map or it can be downloaded under the
download:

“GIS Data Downloads”
(http://downloads.ddti.net/ErieOHY/)

Erie County Online Checkbook

Since launching Erie County’s checkbook online in
early February, there have been over 100 hits from
multiple states!

Over 50% of the total views have been from new
users! eriecounty.ohiocheckbook.com



